j88                        REVEALING   INDIANS   PAST

(17,500 feet) into Ladakh, and on to Leh via Gya (Rgya) and Ubshi.
After a halt at Leh from August 22 to September 20, he proceeded,
with diversions to Alchi, Chigtan, etc., along the Kashmir road, via
Khalatse, Kargil and Dras over the Zogi-la into the Sind valley,
and reached Srinagar on October 16 (see itinerary pages vii-viii, and
map of route, end of book).

These four months of travel over difficult country yielded a
remarkably rich harvest of information on archaeology, ethnology,
religion, customs, and many other matters. Dr. Francke's only
assistants were an educated Tibetan for copying documents and
inscriptions, and a Government photographer, Babu Pindi Lai,
whose competence is shown ill the ninety excellent photographs,
well reproduced on the forty-five plates of the book, and who also
took impressions of inscriptions. We need only mention the descrip-
tions of non-Tibetan places in the Sutlej valley, such as Kotgur,
Nirmand, Rampur and Sarahan, which were visited before Dr.
Francke crossed the Wangtu bridge into ground that till 1650 A.D.
belonged to western Tibet. From now on the prevailing type of
dwelling was the flat-roofed Tibetan house of sun-dried brick, suited
to the more arid climate east of the mid-Himalaya. However,
devata temples here in Kanawar, as in Lahul, still showed the slant-
ing gable roof, so common in the Simla Hill States, Mandi, Kulu
and Chamba (Plates VI, VIII).

At Kanam, where Csoma de Koros studied Tibetan, 1827-30,
was found the first of many sites associated with Lo-tsa-ba Rin-chhen-
bzan-po (Ratna-bhadra), 964-1054 A.D., the Tibetan contemporary
of Atisa (Tib. Phul-hbyun), the Indian reformer of Buddhism in
Tibet in the eleventh century. Dr. Francke's discoveries throw much
light on this period of the greatest activity in temple building that
western Tibet has known. Few countries visited on this journey did
not contain temples or sites attributed to this Lo-tsa-ba (translator of